
Open Science with DraCor
Making Literary Research Data Accessible and Reusable



What is DraCor?



DraCor is

● A web-resource available at dracor.org
● An open collection of (mostly) European drama corpora
● .. encoded in a research-oriented & open machine-readable format

(TEI/XML, a long-standing standard in digital humanities)
● A researcher-friendly data delivery infrastructure (API, Python & R 

packages) which delivers:
○ full texts of the plays
○ semantically segmented texts of play parts (e.g. ‘all female speech from German plays’)
○ plays’ social network data
○ corpora and plays’ metadata, including LOD data

● A collaboration between University of Potsdam and Free University of Berlin, 
which was also temporarily funded as part of the EU project CLS INFRA

● A community of researchers, educators, developers, data contributors

https://dracor.org/


Drama corpora: 3150 plays in 15 languages/dialects



DraCor encoding (TEI/XML) — open on GitHub 
and via the API



DraCor research data delivery infrastructure

API: Downloadable data files:



DraCor research data delivery infrastructure

Python package:

pypi.org/project/pydracor

https://pypi.org/project/pydracor/


DraCor-based modeling of drama



DraCor-based research



DraCor community



Latest contributions from the community

● Ukrainian DraCor 🇺🇦
● Family relations markup in corpora 👪
● Early Modern English Drama Markup cleaning 🇬🇧
● Polish DraCor 🇵🇱
● Dutch DraCor 🇳🇱
● … (more coming, now with help of YERUN)



The YERUN award will help to strengthen the LOD part 



Thank you!

Daniil Skorinkin, Digital Humanities coordinator, University of Potsdam
skorinkin@uni-potsdam.de
twitter.com/DH_Potsdam

hcommons.social/@dh_potsdam
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